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Calendar of Events 

       
    
  
 MAP Testing    Mon., Sept. 26th thru Fri., Sept. 30th    No Library. 
 
 All School Mass   Tues., Sept., 27th   8:30 a.m.  
 

SEW Class Thurs., Sept. 29th @ the Diocese RSVP with Veronica Childers  
208-350-7556 

 
 No School    Thurs., Oct. 6th and Fri., Oct. 7th Catholic School In-Service 
 
 Parish Mass    Sun., Oct. 15th St. Joe’s Parish Mass 5:00 p.m. 
 
 H.S.A. Meeting   Tues., Oct. 18th 2:00 p.m. in the cafeteria (All Welcome) 
 
 School Board Meeting   Wed., Oct. 19th 5:00 p.m. in the library (All Welcome) 
 
 End of 1st Quarter   Fri., Oct. 21st – Noon Dismissal  
 
 Red Ribbon Week   Mon., Oct. 24th thru Wed., Oct 26th  
 
 Book Fair    Mon., Oct. 24th thru Thur., Oct. 27th  
 
 Parent/Teacher Conference  Wed., Oct. 26th in the evening Full Day of School  
 
 Parent/Teacher Conference  Thurs., Oct. 27th – No School 
 
 No School     Fri., Oct. 28th  
 
 
 



 

Lost and Found:  If you are missing, lunch boxes, water bottles, sweaters, books, etc., please check 
the bench outside of the office, starting Monday, September 26th.  Everything not claimed by Friday, 
September 30th will be sent to St. Vincent’s. 

  

Principal’s News 

 
 

My blog this week is about exciting middle school events coming up in November.  Please read the blog to see 
the pictures and read the update. 
 
Please check out my weekly blog: https://www.stjoes.com/category/principals-blog/ 

  

BOX TOPS!!! 
 
It's that time of year again...time for the fall collection of Box Tops!  We will be gathering the classroom containers on Friday, 
October 21st so make sure to send in those Box Tops you've been saving all summer. Dr. Quilici has generously offered an 
extra recess for the class that brings in the most Box Tops!  Thank you Dr. Quilici!  
 
 
 
 

H.S.A News 

 
St. Joe’s Families, 

I want to say a huge THANK YOU to Cynthia Wallace and her team of volunteers for the amazingly fun “Circus 

McGurkus” Fall Dinner & Carnival on Sunday. I hope you enjoyed it as much as our family did. Thanks to Cynthia and her 

team for their many hours of work organizing this event. 

Our next HSA event is Festival of Trees, chaired by Dawn Dewhirst. Her committee will be working with our students to 

create decorations for a tree to be donated to the St. Alphonsus Festival of Trees in November.  

We welcome your donations to offset the costs of purchasing the tree and supplies to create the ornaments. You can 

send donations to the office in care of Dawn Dewhirst. If you’d like to volunteer to help with creating the decorations or 

decorating/setting up the tree, please contact Dawn at 3peas4u@gmail.com 

Continue to look for HSA updates in this newsletter as well as on the bulletin board near the main entrance to the 

school. 

Thanks to all the parents who attended the first HSA meeting of the school year. Our next meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday, Oct. 18, at 2 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Hope to see you there! 

Just in case you missed our first HSA meeting this past Tuesday, there is a binder in the school office with financial 

spreadsheets/fundraising information and past HSA meeting minutes.  

Best, 
Nicola McIntosh 
HSA President, 2016-17 
208-921-5473 or themacs97@hotmail.com 
 

https://www.stjoes.com/category/principals-blog/
mailto:3peas4u@gmail.com
mailto:themacs97@hotmail.com


Volunteering and logging your hours 
 
Hello! Welcome to the 2016-2017 School Year. In an effort to provide support to St. Joe's staff, raise needed funds, and create a strong sense 

of community, we ask families to commit to completing 25 hours of volunteer service to the school, 5 of which must be for a fundraising 

event. Our school would not be as successful without the thousands of volunteer hours contributed by St. Joe's families. Fortunately, there 

are many fun and rewarding opportunities to contribute your time and talent to fulfill this requirement.   

The best way to tackle this is to volunteer early in the year. Do not wait until March or April to start gathering hours. And if you 

volunteer on a regular/weekly basis at school (classroom, playground, lunch room, library) you will easily get your 25 hours. Another 

good tip: log hours as you complete them. 

St. Joe's uses an online system to log hours. If you are a returning family, your login credentials will be the same as last year. If you new to St. 

Joe's you will need to create an account.  

 

HOW TO LOG HOURS 

Go to www.stjoes.com 

Hover over HSA in the faded red bar at the top of the page and select 'Volunteer Hours' from the drop down menu. 

Log in at the top of the page, or create an account if you are new to St. Joe's. 

Click on LOG YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS NOW on the right hand side of the page.  

Find the event for which you are logging hours and select LOG HOURS in the red box to the right.  

 

Enter the time you spent volunteering (in quarter hour increments using decimals, i.e. 1.25 for an hour and 15 minutes, .5 for half an hour).  

Add a note for the volunteer event you completed. *This is very helpful to you in helping yourself to keep track of the events in which you 

participated.  

Click on 'Submit' 

Review your entry. 

Click on 'Confirm'.   If you do not do this step, your hours will not be recorded. 

You can see all of the volunteer hours that you have recorded under the "MY ACCOUNT' tab.   

Questions? Contact Karey Hunter at: hunterkarey@gmail.com 

 

 News from the Nurse 

 

Dear Parents of Catholic School Students: 
 
The Saint Alphonsus School Health Program is pleased to offer the flu vaccine for all students during the 2016-2017 flu 
season.  We will only be offering the injectable flu vaccine this year.  The nasal flu vaccine is no longer available.  There is 
no cost to students for the flu vaccine.  Please read, fill out and sign the Consent form in order for your student to 
receive the flu vaccine at school.  The Vaccine Information Sheet will be available along with the Consent form, or you 
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may view it on the CDC website. 
Injectable flu vaccine:  http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/vis-statements/flu.html 
 Our plan is as follows: 
 
Monday, Oct. 10 
AM - St. Joe's 
PM - St. Mary's 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 11 
AM - St. Mark's 
PM - Sacred Heart 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 12 
St. Paul's 
 
Please contact your school nurse with any questions. 

 MaryLou Cunningham, RN   mcunningham@bk.org 

 Cheryl Gerla, RN       cgerla@rcdb.org 

 Linda Miller, RN    lmiller@rcdb.org 

 Kim O’Sullivan, RN     kosullivan@rcdb.org 

 Sherry Placido, CNA     splacido@rcdb.org  
If you have questions or concerns, or if there is any way we can help your child, please contact us. 

Saint Alphonsus School Health Program 

 

St. John’s Cathedral News 

 

In honor of St. Francis, there will be a blessing of the 
animals on October 4 at about 3:30PM at the school play 
ground.  All are invited to bring their pets for the 
blessing. Below is some information on the history of the 
blessing of the animals. 

St. Francis of Assisi: Patron Saint of Animals 

  

Saint Francis of Assisi changed the world during his brief life, and he is still remembered 

worldwide today for the miracles people say God performed through him and the compassion 

he showed to the vulnerable—especially poor people, sick people, and animals. 

 

Francis saw animals as his brothers and sisters because they were God’s creatures, just like 

people. He said of animals: “Not to hurt our humble brethren is our first duty to them, but to 

stop there is not enough. We have a higher mission -- to be of service to them wherever they 

require it.” So Francis prayed that God would work through him to help animals as well as 

people. 

 

When Francis lived in town of Gubbio, a wild wolf was terrorizing the area by attacking and 

killing people and other animals. So Francis decided to go meet with the wolf to try to tame it, 
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and he left Gubbio and headed toward the surrounding countryside, with many people 

watching. 

  

The wolf charged toward Francis with open jaws the moment they met. But Francis prayed 

and made the sign of the cross, and then advanced closer to the wolf and called out to it: 

"Come here, brother wolf. I command you in Christ's name that you do no harm to me or to 

any other." 

  

People reported that the wolf instantly obeyed by closing his mouth, lowering his head, 

creeping slowly closer to Francis, and then lying calmly on the ground beside Francis' feet. 

Francis then continued talking to the wolf by saying: "Brother wolf, you do much damage in 

these parts, and you have committed great crimes, destroying and slaying the creatures of God 

without his permission. ... But I desire, brother wolf, to make peace between you and them so 

that you may no more offend them and that they may forgive you all your past offenses and 

neither men nor dogs may pursue you anymore." 

  

After the wolf responded by bowing his head, moving his eyes, and wagging his tail to 

indicate that he accepted Francis' words, Francis offered the wolf a deal: Francis would make 

sure that the people of Gubbio would feed the wolf regularly, if the wolf would promise never 

to injure any person or animal again. 

  

Then Francis said: "Brother wolf, I desire that you swear fealty to me regarding this promise, 

so I may trust you utterly," and held out one of his hands to the wolf. Miraculously, The Little 

Flowers of Saint Francis of Assisi reports: "the wolf lifted up his right forepaw and put it with 

friendly confidence in the hand of St. Francis, giving thereby such token of fealty as he was 

able." 

  

After that, the wolf lived for two years in Gubbio before dying of old age, interacting 

peacefully with the people who fed him regularly, and never harming people or animals again. 

 
Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist 
* Are you interested in being an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist at our school Masses?  
It is a special privilege to minister to students and parents by serving the Body and Blood of 
Christ. 
 
If you are interested, there will be a training on Tuesday, Sept. 27 after our school Mass 
(around 9:30 a.m.).  We will then schedule you to serve at Tuesday Masses or our school-
hosted parish Mass on Sundays, if you are willing. 
 
Please consider this important ministry. 
 
 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Gospel LK 16:19-31  

Click here for this 

Sunday’s readings: http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/092516.cfm 
 
Again this Sunday Jesus tells us a story, rich in symbolism and significance—a story about a rich man and 
the beggar Lazarus who lay at the door of the rich man. There are several important points in this story, , 
one of which again is a warning not to love wealth more than God or more than your neighbor. I think it 
important to mention this as in Scripture, there are more verses warning about wealth/love of wealth/use of 
wealth than any other subject. Yet, what I find myself thinking about in this story is the relationship between 
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Lazarus and the rich man. The rich man must have seen Lazarus as he walked in and out of his house 
each day; in the netherworld, the rich man recognized Lazarus and even knew him by name, but it seems 
he never really “saw” him while alive. This, I think, is our greatest challenge—to truly see those who are 
suffering, those who are miserable. Do we have the courage to step out of our comfort zones and enter into 
their stories, to share their suffering? Certainly, we are challenged to use wealthy wisely, and we are called 
to charity, but perhaps even more importantly we are called to connection. The rich man did not know what 
justice means. He did not know what love means. He did not know what a truly human society means. 
Perhaps there are thousands of us just like him in the Catholic Church here and all over the world, including 
me. How many Lazaruses do I not see in my life—from the beggar on the street to the co-worker who is 
going through a divorce to the parent I see each morning who is crying behind the smile on her face, but I 
don’t see their suffering because I am too busy going about my own life. Open my eyes, Lord, that I may 
see. 

TVCS Sports 

 

TVCS website: https://sites.google.com/a/sacredheartboise.com/tvcs-athletics-treasure-valley-catholic-schools/home   

Please visit for all up to date sports news.  

 

Lunch Calendar 

 
You may download September lunch calendar at http://www.stjoes.com/calendar-food.html  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 
 

Student Handbook 

 
You may download our Student Handbook at http://www.stjoes.com/about_handbook.html  
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