
T 
hank you everyone for 

choosing to entrust us 

with your children every 

day. We are so blessed to work 

with each student. I want to thank 

everyone for welcoming me into 

this community. I feel so fortu-

nate to learn and grow with the 

students this year.  

At the start of the year, I asked 

students, staff, and parents  

alike: “What makes St. Joseph’s 

special?” Countless times 

throughout the year, I experi-

enced firsthand the responses: 

We are family. Everyone is so 

welcoming. Communication and 

care are priorities. My children 

feel loved and safe, and for this  

I am grateful. We can, no we are 

expected, to express and live our 

faith. We support one another  

Thank you to everyone who came 

see our Class of 2018 8th Grade 

off at our Graduation Mass. I saw 

many of you at Bishop Kelly’s 

Baccalaureate Mass too, and the 

combination of masses, for me, 

was bittersweet this year. I am 

excited for this year’s 8th Grade 

Class, yet I was just getting to 

know them. Then, looking at 

Bishop Kelly’s Class of 2018, I 

am inspired to know our 51 8th 

Graders this year will have bright 

futures ahead of them. Currently 

48 are headed to BK, 2 to North 

Jr. High, and 1 to East Jr. High. No 

matter where they go, I know they 

will do well, including continuing 

to live, learn and grow in their 

faith.  

God bless you all. Have a  

wonderful summer, and Bravely 

act like a Saint today! 

- Tony Quilici, Principal 

S 
aint Joseph’s Catholic 

School uses the work of 

the Saints each year to 

highlight attributes and qualities 

to emulate in our school and 

community. This year, St.  

Joseph’s celebrated the patron  

of our school: Saint Joseph. 

We started our year of St. Joseph 

by inviting fathers, grandfathers 

and father figures to the first 

school Mass of the year on  

August 29, 2017. More than  

120 men helped to fill St. John’s  

Cathedral! These men took time 

from their day to participate with 

the school in developing the  

students’ faith. Fathers from the 

faculty and school board served 

as lectors, and all received a  

special blessing from Fr. Jerry 

Funke at the conclusion of Mass. 

 

We also had a new Saint Joseph 

banner that hung in the school 

entryway, thanks to the generos-

ity of St. John’s parishioner Marty 

Quinowski. Each day as they 

worked and played, Saint Joseph 

watched over our students, re-

minding the school of their com-

mitment to be more like him. 

When it came time for student 

council to select a charity to  

support during Catholic Schools 

Week, 8th grader Nicola sug-

gested Learning Lab, a literacy 

education center for adults and 

families with young children. “I 

volunteered for the Learning Lab, 

and I had a great experience. I 

felt their values of educating the 

community align with our beliefs 

at St. Joe’s.” 

 

Nicola was inspired by this quote 

from Pope John Paul II:  

 

St. Joseph was a just man, a tire-

less worker, the upright guardian 

of those entrusted to his care. 

May he always guard, protect and 

enlighten families. 

 

“I felt this quote explains how  

the Learning Lab aligns with hon-

oring St. Joseph,” she said. “The 

Learning Lab helps low-income, 

refugee and immigrant families. 

They help people to get their citi-

zenship and GEDs and overall 

adjust to life here in the US. The 

Learning Lab is very welcoming of 

everybody, and this is a trait St. 

Joseph had as well. 

 

Throughout Catholic Schools 

Week, students participated in a 

coin challenge, bringing their 

pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters 

(and dollars!) to raise funds for 

Learning Lab. In all, we raised 

around $1,400 to support this 

worthy organization. 

 

The students capped off the year 

with a Balloon Rosary, honoring a 

boy and girl from each class who 

models the traits of St. Joseph, 

and welcoming students to their 

new grade level. It was a great 

way to bookend our year. 

 

When we return in the fall,  

students and faculty will begin 

anew by honoring St. John the 

Evangelist, the patron saint of our 

parish! 
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Summer 2018 

Achievements and Service 

34 second graders and one 5th grader received the 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion on April 28. 

Jack (3rd) and Lina (4th) helped St. John’s con-

firmation teens scrub chairs and tables in the 

parish hall in preparation for the June 6th ordi-

nation. 

Peyton (5th) made and delivered sandwiches to 

Corpus Christi House, a homeless day shelter. 

Sally (5th) served snacks and food to residents 

of a migrant camp in Oregon. 

Jessica (5th) served breakfast to veterans at the 

Warhawk Air Museum. 

Finn (5th) helped organize a giving tree program 

in Owyhee County. 

Maya (5th) helped with the Boise Bicycle  

Project, a local nonprofit that offers bikes to 

families who can’t afford them. 

Charlie (3rd) and Jacob (8th) helped with the St. 

Vincent de Paul turkey drive. 

Congratulations Class of 2018! 

- 7 of our 51 8th graders have a 4.0 

GPA 

- 20 of 51 students had a 3.75 or higher 

GPA 

- 48 students will attend Bishop Kelly 

High School 

- Students in this class received the 

Sterling Humanitarian Award, Mayors’ 

Award to Youth, St. John’s Cathedral 

Endowment Scholarship, Nick Ysursa 

Memorial Scholarship, and John & Joan 

Carley Scholarship to Bishop Kelly! 

Our students go on to great things!  

BK’s graduating class of 2018  

(St. Joe’s class of 2014): 

- 12 of the 22 St. Joe’s alums who 

graduated from BK did so with a 4.0+ 

GPA 

- 7 of the top 20 ranked students in the 

class attended St. Joe’s 

- Our students are going on to colleges 

throughout Idaho and the country—

including the University of Notre Dame 

and Stanford University 

John (2nd), Peter (1st) and  Alejandro 

(2nd) asked classmates and friends 

to write letters thanking our service 

men and women. They delivered over 

75 (super cute!) letters of support and 

thanks to Gowen Field to be distrib-

uted and mailed to Idaho soldiers.   

Mrs. McClure and Mrs. Russell’s 6th 

grade classes took on St. John’s “Adopt 

a Highway” project and cleaned a two-

mile stretch of Highway 55. 

Twenty-seven middle school students were newly inducted into the St. Joseph’s  

chapter of National Junior Honor Society (above). We also celebrated  

19 second-year and 14 third-year members!   

Michael’s (5th) Tar Wars design was one of 

the top 12 posters selected in the state! Tar 

Wars is a tobacco-free education program 

for 4th and 5th graders, coordinated by St. 

Luke’s. Michael received a certificate of 

recognition, $100 gift card and a custom  

T-shirt featuring his poster. His teacher, Mrs. 

Weaver, was presented with a gift certificate 

to be used toward classroom supplies.  


